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Jerry Burdick-Rutz is 
currently in his thirteenth 
year (2004-Present) as the 
architect and Director of The 
SPIRIT of Great Oak 
Performing Ensembles: 

 www.spiritofgreatoak.com 

Prior to Great Oak,  he began 
his career as the architect and 
Director of the Platinum 
Sound Ensembles at 
Temecula-Chaparral High 
School (1997-2004).  

www.platinumsound.org      

Mr. Burdick-Rutz was 
selected as “Visual and 
Performing Arts Chair,” when 
Great Oak High School 
opened in 2004.  Great Oak is  
the third and newest 
comprehensive high school in 
the Temecula Valley Unified 
School District.  

It was during the planning 
stages of the school that Mr. 
Burdick-Rutz suggested 
SPIRIT as an acronym for 
Great Oak High School, a 
nickname he sought for the 
music ensembles.

http://www.spiritofgreatoak.com/
http://www.platinumsound.org/


  SPIRIT
An acronym 
with a vision...

Scholarship

Passion

Integrity

Reflection

Involvement

Teamwork

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BgaRcCOMKCw


Great Oak High School Program Development & Awards 
Mr. Burdick-Rutz Directs several performing 
ensembles at Great Oak High School. As many as 
eight ensembles are active in performances and 
competitions at the same time throughout the 
school year:
 
      1. The Award Winning Spirit of Great Oak 
               Marching Band & Color Guard
      2. The Award Winning Great Oak HS Jazz 
               Ensembles
      3. The Jazz Combo Group "Soul Tree"
      4. The Symphonic Wind Ensemble
      5. The Varsity Winter Color Guard
      6. The Junior Varsity Winter Color Guard
      7. The Winter Drum Line

    

Mr. Burdick-Rutz has incorporated academic 
courses in the music department including:

       1. Advanced Placement Music Theory
       2. International Baccalaureate Music    

Mr. Burdick-Rutz’s teaching awards: 
 
      1. The Who's Who of Teachers in 2001,2004, 

    2006, and 2011. 
      2. 2006-2016 Crystal Apple award nominee
      3. 2008 Great Oak High School Teacher of 
               the Year
      4. 2008 Temecula Valley Unified School 
              District Teacher of the Year
      5. 2010-11 Inland Valley Top Ten Teacher
      6. 2015 Awarded Stanford University 
              mentor teacher award.



Education

Mr. Burdick-Rutz grew up in Michigan where he 
attended middle school at Hayes Middle School 
and was a member of the Int. & Adv. Band 
Program under the Direction of Eileen Houston.  

He attended and graduated from the award 
winning Grand Ledge High School Band 
Program: http://www.glhsbands.com/ under the 
Direction of Michael Kaufman.   

He went on to earn his Bachelor of Music 
Education Degree from Michigan State 
University: http://spartanband.net/  where he 
participated in:

      
1. The Symphonic Wind Ensemble 

      2. The Symphonic Band 
      3. Percussion Ensemble; Winter Drumline
      4. The Spartan Marching Band: Drumline: 
              1990-1993;

5. The Spartan Marching Band Drum 
              Major 1994-1995

http://www.glhsbands.com/
http://spartanband.net/


The Spartan Marching Band 
(1990-1994)



Kappa Kappa Psi Honorary Service Fraternity
Mr. Burdick-Rutz was nominated and inducted 

into the Honorary Band Service Fraternity Kappa 

Kappa Psi in the Spring of 1991.

He was an active member of the Michigan State 

University “Zeta Epsilon,” Chapter of Kappa 

Kappa Psi from 1991-1994.

He served on the executive board in 1992-94 as the 

Secretary.

He served as on the executive board as the 

President of the Chapter in 1994-95.

Fraternity through 

Service to the Bands...s



The Cadets Drum & Bugle Corps

1993 Drum Corps International World Championships, 
Jackson MS (1993 World Champion)

Mr. Burdick-Rutz performed in The Ten-Time World 
Champion Cadets of Bergen County Drum and Bugle Corps 

when they were headquartered in Bergenfield, NJ. 

As Drum Major, they won the World Championship in 1993
       1992:  Drumline  
       1993:  Drum Major 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YjyHBv5rFiQ


Band Leadership & Drum Major Clinician  

Mr. Burdick-Rutz served as a clinician at several Drum Major and Band 

Leadership camps and workshops including:

The Michigan State University Band & Drum Major Camps (1990-1996)

The George N. Parks  Drum Major Academy at the University of Ohio (1994)

The University of New Mexico Band & Drum Major workshop (1995-1997)

Chico State University Band and Drum Major Leadership Camp (2000-2003)

“The Star of Nevada,” Band and Drum Major Elite Camp at UNLV (2002-2004)
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ion Mr. Burdick-Rutz served as the 

Graduate Assistant to the 

Athletic Bands at the 

University of New Mexico in 

Albuquerque, NM:  1995-1997.

Roles Served

Director of the Community 

Wind Ensemble and...

Assistant to the Director of 

The Spirit Marching Band and 

Sound Pack Basketball Band.  



From Temecula, California
The SPIRIT of Great Oak

Great Oak High School and the Spirit 
Band & Guard is completing it's 
thirteenth year.  The program has grown 
from the original 50 members in 2004 to 
a program today of over 250 members.
They have been  recognized as an 
outstanding program throughout the state, 
nation, and internationally, having earned 
superior ratings at festivals, placing in the 
top five at competitions, and for hosting 
several guest composers, clinicians, and 
artists.



Group 
Achievement

The SPIRIT of Great Oak 

Ensembles continuously test 

themselves through many high 

caliber performances and 

competitions.  

The performances place a high 

level of expectations on the 

students. The list and slides that 

follow, represents just a few of 

the achievements the ensembles 

have achieved over the thirteen 

year school history at the local, 

regional, state, national and 

international level.

The Spirit of Great Oak 

Placed 5th overall in 

Southern California, while 

the Drum Line Placed 1st!

2016 Winter Guard Assoc. of 

Southern Cal Varsity Winter 

Guard Championship Gold 

Medalists!

2016 Southern California 

Percussion Alliance PSO 

Winter Drum Line Silver 

Medalists

2016 Winter Guard 

Association of Southern 

California SA Jr. Varsity 

Winter Guard Bronze 

Medalists



2016 SCSBOA 
Championships

Spirit Band & Guard - 5th Place

The Spirit Drumline - 1st Place

SCSBOA Championship Finals 

Riverside Ramona High School

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AhnGt3Ro9Rs


2016 SCSBOA Championships



Winter Guard Gold
In 2016 The Great Oak High School 

Varsity Winter Guard earned the 

Premier Gold Medal for the Spirit of 

Great Oak Ensembles in the Winter 

Guard Assoc. of Southern California 

Championship Finals! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nPphvzTHXdw


2016 La Grande Parade 

de Paris 

on the 

Champs-Elysee 

     

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=urW1aHLVKjo
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5 2015 Jazz Ensemble 

Performance at The American 

Cathedral - Paris, France 

2015 Winter Drum Line 

Championships: Bronze 

Medalists

2015 Unanimous Superior 

Ratings at the SCSBOA Band 

& Orchestra Festival

2015 Welcomed guest 

Musicians, the United States 

Marine Jazz Band

2014 Welcomed guest artist 

and Jazz clinician Delfeayo 

Marsalis



2013-14 2014 Winter Drumline 

Southern California 

Percussion Alliance 

State Finalists

2014 Winter Guard 

Association of 

Southern California 

Silver Medalists

2014 The Great Oak 

Symphonic Band 

earned Unanimous 

Superior Ratings in 

the SCSBOA

2014 Winter Drumline 

International 

Championships in 

Dayton, Ohio. 

Finalists & 7th Place 

overall in the World

 



2014 WGI World Finalists             7th Place in the World

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xAx0ln2WQwg


2013 LNYDP

Whitehall and 
Trafalgar Square

2013 Her Majesty the 

Queen of England 

London’s New Year's 

Day Parade; UK

2012 The Great Oak 

Jazz Ensemble 

Performance in 

London's Cadogan 

Hall

2012 The Spirit of 

Great Oak Marching 

Band Open Series 

Championship Finalist

2012 Winter Drumline 

SCPA State Bronze 

Medalists

2012 Superior Rating 

at the SCSBOA 

Concert Band Festival

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hY-LOA97P5c


The SPIRIT of Great 
Oak

Performance in the

2013 London 

New Year’s Day 

Parade 

“Soul Tree”
Performance at Cadogan Hall

The Spirit of Great Oak
Marches on historic 

Trafalgar Square



London’s New Year’s Day 
Parade, 2013.



  
The Fiesta Bowl 
National Band 
Championships 

and Parade 

National Bowl Game 

& Parade Experiences 

in Phoenix Arizona

2006-07

2010-11



The National 
Memorial Day 
Parade 

Bicentennial 
Celebration of 
Abraham Lincoln

Washington D.C. 
2009
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Great Oak Wreath Dedication Tomb of the Unknown Soldier



2008 Teacher of the Year



School, District and City Recognition
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tiv
ist Mr. Burdick-Rutz and many 

members of the Spirit of Great Oak 

rallied, performed, and coordinated 

several events with “Save our 

Southwest Hills”



It takes a Village...



Giving back to those who give..
Saying “thank you,” with a front yard performance

 

Collecting donations for family fire victims
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