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Jerry Burdick-Rutz is
currently in his thirteenth
year (2004-Present) as the
architect and Director of The
SPIRIT of Great Oak
Performing Ensembles:

www.spiritofgreatoak.com

Prior to Great Oak, he began
his career as the architect and
Director of the Platinum
Sound Ensembles at
Temecula-Chaparral High
School (1997-2004).

www.platinumsound.org

Mr. Burdick-Rutz was
selected as “Visual and
Performing Arts Chair,” when
Great Oak High School
opened in 2004. Great Oak is
the third and newest
comprehensive high school in
the Temecula Valley Unified
School District.

It was during the planning
stages of the school that Mr.
Burdick-Rutz suggested

as an acronym for
Great Oak High School, a
nickname he sought for the
music ensembles.


http://www.spiritofgreatoak.com/
http://www.platinumsound.org/

An acronym
with a vision...
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BgaRcCOMKCw

Mr. Burdick-Rutz Directs several performing
ensembles at Great Oak High School. As many as
eight ensembles are active in performances and
competitions at the same time throughout the
school year:

1.

2.
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The Award Winning Spirit of Great Qak
Marching Band & Color Guard

The Award Winning Great Oak HS Jazz
Ensembles

. The Jazz Combo Group "Soul Tree"

. The Symphonic Wind Ensemble

. The Varsity Winter Color Guard

. The Junior Varsity Winter Color Guard
. The Winter Drum Line

Mr. Burdick-Rutz has incorporated academic
courses in the music department including:

1.
2.

Advanced Placement Music Theory
International Baccalaureate Music

Mr. Burdick-Rutz’s teaching awards:

1.

2.
3.

4.

S.
6.

The Who's Who of Teachers in 2001,2004,
2006, and 2011.

2006-2016 Crystal Apple award nominee
2008 Great Oak High School Teacher of
the Year

2008 Temecula Valley Unified School
District Teacher of the Year

2010-11 Inland Valley Top Ten Teacher
2015 Awarded Stanford University
mentor teacher award.



Education

Mr. Burdick-Rutz grew up in Michigan where he He went on to earn his Bachelor of Music
attended middle school at Hayes Middle School Education Degree from
and was a member of the Int. & Adv. Band where he
Program under the Direction of Eileen Houston. participated in:
He attended and graduated from the award 1. The Symphonic Wind Ensemble
winning 2. The Symphonic Band

under the 3. Percussion Ensemble; Winter Drumline
Direction of Michael Kaufman. 4. The Spartan Marching Band: Drumline:

1990-1993;

5. The Spartan Marching Band Drum
Major 1994-1995


http://www.glhsbands.com/
http://spartanband.net/
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Spartan Marching Band
(1990-1994)



Kappa Kappa Psi Honorary Service Fraternity p: ?

Mr. Burdick-Rutz was nominated and inducted Fratemity througb “ W Ty ~
into the Honorary Band Service Fraternity Kappa 7 * o
Kappa Psi in the Spring of 1991. Service to the Bands... < (v

He was an active member of the Michigan State
University “Zeta Epsilon,” Chapter of Kappa
Kappa Psi from 1991-1994.

'%"/’ =
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He served on the executive board in 1992-94 as the “Q% '

=~
Secretary. R

He served as on the executive board as the
President of the Chapter in 1994-95.



1993 Drum Corps International World Championships,
Jackson MS (1993 World Champion)

Mr. Burdick-Rutz performed in The Ten-Time World
Champion Cadets of Bergen County Drum and Bugle Corps
when they were headquartered in Bergenfield, NJ.

As Drum Major, they won the World Championship in 1993
1992: Drumline
1993: Drum Major



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YjyHBv5rFiQ

Mr. Burdick-Rutz served as a clinician at several Drum Major and Band
Leadership camps and workshops including:

The Michigan State University Band & Drum Major Camps (1990-1996)

The George N. Parks Drum Major Academy at the University of Ohio (1994)
The University of New Mexico Band & Drum Major workshop (1995-1997)
Chico State University Band and Drum Major Leadership Camp (2000-2003)

“The Star of Nevada,” Band and Drum Major Elite Camp at UNLV (2002-2004)




Masters of Music

Education

Mr. Burdick-Rutz served as the
Graduate Assistant to the
Athletic Bands at the
University of New Mexico in
Albuquerque, NM: 1995-1997.

Roles Served

Director of the Community
Wind Ensemble and..

Assistant to the Director of
The Spirit Marching Band and
Sound Pack Basketball Band.



From Temecula, California

Great Oak High School and the Spirit
Band & Guard is completing it's
thirteenth year. The program has grown
from the original 50 members in 2004 to
a program today of over 250 members.
They have been recognized as an
outstanding program throughout the state,
nation, and internationally, having earned
superior ratings at festivals, placing in the
top five at competitions, and for hosting
several guest composers, clinicians, and
artists.




The of Great Oak
Ensembles continuously test
themselves through many high
caliber performances and
competitions.

The performances place a high
level of expectations on the
students. The list and slides that
follow, represents just a few of
the achievements the ensembles
have achieved over the thirteen
year school history at the local,
regional, state, national and
international level.

The Spirit of Great Oak
Placed 5th overall in
Southern California, while
the Drum Line Placed 1st!

2016 Winter Guard Assoc. of
Southern Cal Varsity Winter
Guard Championship Gold
Medalists!

2016 Southern California
Percussion Alliance PSO
Winter Drum Line Silver
Medalists

2016 Winter Guard
Association of Southern
California SA Jr. Varsity
Winter Guard Bronze
Medalists



SCSBOA Championship Finals
Riverside Ramona High School

Championships



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AhnGt3Ro9Rs
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2016 SCSBOA Championships



d the ,
Premier Gold Med the Spirit of

Guard Assoc. of Southes
Championship Finals!



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nPphvzTHXdw
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=urW1aHLVKjo

2014-2015

2015 Jazz Ensemble
Performance at The American
Cathedral - Paris, France

2015 Winter Drum Line
Championships: Bronze
Medalists

2015 Unanimous Superior

Ratings at the SCSBOA Band
& Orchestra Festival

2015 Welcomed guest
Musicians, the United States
Marine Jazz Band

2014 Welcomed guest artist
and Jazz clinician Delfeayo
Marsalis




2013-14
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2014 Winter Drumline 2014 Winter Drumline

Southern California
Percussion Alliance
State Finalists

2014 Winter Guard
Association of
Southern California
Silver Medalists

2014 The Great Oak
Symphonic Band
earned Unanimous
Superior Ratings in
the SCSBOA

International
Championships in
Dayton, Ohio.

Finalists & 7th Place
overall in the World
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2014 WGI World Finalists Ith Place in the World


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xAx0ln2WQwg

201 3 I-NYD P 2013 Her Majesty the 2012 Winter Drumline
Queen of England SCPA State Bronze

London’s New Year's Medalists
Day Parade; UK

2012 Superior Rating
2012 The Great Oak at the SCSBOA
Jazz Ensemble Concert Band Festival
Performance in
London's Cadogan g i‘ J,' .
Hall

m——r . 2012 The Spirit of F&W 4
Great Oak Marching
Whlteha" a“d Band Open Series

Trafal ga I Sq uare Championship Finalist ‘J



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hY-LOA97P5c

Performance in the

“Soul Tree” The Spirit of Great Oak

Performance at Cadogan Hall New Ye ar’s Day Marches on historic

Trafalgar Square



London’s New Year’s Day

Parade, 2013.
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Bicentennial
Celebration of
Abraham Lincoln

' LINCOLN

BICENTENNIAL

IS09 - 2009
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Great Oak Wreath Dedication
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Tomb of the Unknown Soldier

T

A

~
v =



District taps
o 3 as teachers

2008 Teacher of the Year

of the year

Jeff Comerchero
Councl Member

Councl Member
Chuck Washington
Councl Member

951-508-5100
FAX 961-804-6499

mecus, CAD2590 « MaliogAdaress P.0 Box 9033 » Termeaua, CA925699033
HATE » www CRyCRemec org

May §, 2008

Jerry Burdick-Rutz
Great Oak High School
32555 Deer Hollow Way
Temecula, CA 92592

Dear Jerry:

Congratulations on being named a Teacher of the Year in the Temecula Unified
Scbool District. You have been recognized by your peers, your principal, your

and the superintendent for your ding leadership, caring
attitude, and exceptional work as a team leader at your site and in the District.
This is a well deserved tribute to your commitment and dedication.

With so many negative influences tempting our kids every day, it is wonderful
10 know they have a positive and rich environment in your classroom where they
can leam and grow,

1'am 50 proud to live and work in a community that recognizes those who have
placed service above self. [ appreciate your hard work and dedication more than
I can say.

; ﬁhq«ely

s

PRESENTS

Jerry Burdick-Rutz

With The

TEACHER of the YEAR

M Elementary
educator dupl\
honored' by
district recognition

RANI GUPTA

TEMECULA — Three
!'CJJ|(I\ have been named
d

One of the honorees, Terd
Duavis of Susan LaVorgna El
ementary, was one of the
mare m..,. 200 Temecula
teachers 19 recelve prelimi
mr) l.\)vu wuu 4 ko Maich

effort 1o cut
t:uhhg pasitions bo-
nuse state bud‘elms

But Davis, who is in her
third year at LaYorgna, is
hopeful that she wil

tively high position oo the
senjority list used to deter-
mine which teachers will
lose their jobs,

& work

feel lihe there's a nllhon
and one things 1 could add.

A third-grade teacher,

also serves as director

of a mentoring program that

pairs at-risk students with

Among middle school
teachers, the winner was
Katie Kearney, a seventh-

.mlexhu

*Obwiously it's an honnr.
but it's one that you

propared.”
Burdick -Ruta, the
¢ of iasrumental
at  Great  Oak
High School, took the top
benor among high school
teachers.




School, District and City Recognition

3

?W?\_TEMECULA VALLEY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
The Board of Education and Superintendent proudly present

his Certificate of Recognition to

Spirit of Great Oak High School
Band & Guard

In honor of your participation in the New Year's Day Parade | ]
In London, England o 3 | r e‘a a W a r
Board of Education ,"%
g \

e = SEIRIT Goodwill Award

Presented to:

77; f Temcula

Certificate of Recognition d'.
e ool i ]8 1’7:)/ But lC:{-Q{u Lz
The Spirit of Great Oak Band & Guard
congratulates The Spirit of Great Osk Bund & Guard on their outstanding ments at the state, national,

e msmr.f“rcmxmmamuby&m.lmwﬂ?z* : L | ﬁpn[]], 2016

Champs Elysse New Year's Day Parade in 2016, The students worked hard (o raise money
gencrous donations in order to perform at these notable events.

We are proud of The Spirit of Great Oak Band & Guard members and their dedication and talent (o
success with their future accomplishments. -
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Community
Activist

Mr. Burdick-Rutz and many
members of the Spirit of Great Oak
rallied, performed, and coordinated
several events with “Save our
Southwest Hills”



September 11th

Remembered with Music

By Denise Haerr

“After silence, that which® comes
nearest 1o oxpressing the inexpressible is
musie.” Who knew that Aldous Huxley's
words would so precisely describe the
9-11 Remembrance that was held at the
Temecula Duck Pond. Inspired by these
words, The September Concert was bom
bt svant! apaivereary of ‘this unforget-
Since then, the message of peace through

music has spread. Citics across the nation,
as well as international cities, joined to fill
the skies with music,

Through the efforts of the City of
Temecula, the Temecula Sister City
Association and Great Oak High School’s
Music Dep: our September 1ith
skies were bursting with™ the most
beautiful, ingful music. Hundreds of
people united to remember and express
hope. GOHS provided music that helped
the community express the inexpressible
with a selection of patriotic and poignar
songs. Eyes were wiped and some sang the
words *There's pride in every American
beart and it's time we stand and say: I'm

proud 10 be an Amcrican where ot Jeast |
know I'm free,” when Lee Greenwoxxd's
"God Biess the USA™ way played

More pride was shown when Webelos
Pack 301 led the group in the Pledge of
Allegiance as we all stared ot the flags #
half mast. Specches were given. More
music was' played. The fisclighters who
came, but had to leave abruptly, werc
cheered with a large, collective applause.

As. fhe, sun, was' setting,, w0 lone
- parnted by the pond. played
Taps. The 24 notes. that evoke such
emotion, were an cloquent and haunting
conclusion to the evening and as the last
rays of sun disappeared, hundreds of
candics were set afloat. For this day of

and brance of the slain,

missing and injured, the community lit a
candle in their memory. The floating lights
representing our hope for a better world
and our commitment 0 never forget the
tragedy that shook America but left it
tandi ger and holding each other

1 left the Duck Pond with a new sense
of hope and a greater love of my
community. Grief shared is always easier
to endure. e R
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A CROWD AGAINST A QUARRY

march protesting against a plan to

Ronald Reagan Sports Park for

a rally that drew about

EDWARD HANNIGAN / Fs This Gt

said they were acting as private citizens, lead
left Temecuta Valley High School and waiked to

About 1,000 people join rally

DEIRDRE NEWMAN
STAW WhITIX

TEMECULA — Like
knights ready to engage in
battle to defend their kings
realm, opponents of a quar-
ry south of Temecula came
out in force Sunday.

About 1,000 people
showed up for a protest pa

: and rally to demon-
that they have the
ite mettle to fight for
cherished way of life,
which they believe is threat-
ened by the project
“It’s sad that we have to
fight a new battle, but we
do it to preserve the quality
of life,” said City Council-
man Jeff Comerchero,
speaking as a private citi

zen in dddressing the partic-
ipants.

The protesters' insignia
was made up of orange
T-shirts with the words “No
Gravel Quarry™ and a draw-
ing of a transport truck with
a slash through it. Their
fight song was provided
courtesy of the Great Oak
High School marching band
that trumpeted the walk

from Temecula Valley High
School to Ronald Reagan
Sports Park

Their message of opposi-
tion to Granite Construc-
tion’s project was as loud
and clear as the band's cym-
bals: This is not the place
for a mining operation; take
it somewhere else.

> RALLY, A4

It takes a Village...

EDWARD HANNIGAN / Fou Tii Ca

Members of the Great Oak High School band blast their horns
ing Sunday’s march.

‘How intelligent do you need to be to figure out
what you want and don’t want next to you? No
one would say we want a garbage dump next to
us. and we don’t want a mine, either.

— JEFF
Ternecula City Councilmd]




Giving back to those who give..

Saying “thank you,” with a front yard performance

ter and his wife, Jan, far loft, applavd the Great Oak High Sche
or the Fowlers at their home in Carisbad on Saturday. Pootos by H&

REGION

‘School bands hold benefit concert SURROUND SOUND

d the boust 0 the the same reasons,
to the pantry are dovm from
last year, she said. Charities,
foundations and organiza-
nﬂgn that ?.hunbux&:ood to
needy all over the coun-
try bave been

Great Oak High School
band thanks backer
with surprise concert

By LUCIA WALINCHUS

about the
With th recessof) in full
force and the Infand
struck by massiv

ler /u»kwl out of

‘ he decided to pe r{n'u the

Collecting donations for family fire victims -



Dear Mr. Burdick,

~
1 just want to thank you for everything you’ve done for me & my
brother Jesse these past years. I thank you even more for helping out Jesse
when times were rough for him last year. He was very depressed & almost
hurt himself but you were there to help him. Jesse means a lot to me like
best friend & if you weren’t there to help him then he probably
tbe here today. I think that not only were you an amazing teacher to
life. Pve o‘nﬁﬁm for a teach h%r ears, but it seems
You've made this year so exciting & fun & a lot of people could agre
me. You’ve pushed us to the very end & I thank you. I love you very much
& I will miss you. Thanks for being an amazing teacher, father, & friend to
everyone.

through Music
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